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Analysis of Mokichi’s tanka work, by the angle as“Polyphony”

KONNO Shinji

Abstract
The concept of “Polyphony” was advocated by Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin. In
this paper, this concept will be used to analyze the tanka poems of Mokichi Saito. It
has been criticized and known as a fact that the expressions Mokichi Saito used in
his tanka poems are words from the Manyoushu. This actually denotes the fact that
Mokichi Saito jointly used Manyoshu, which were Japanese words used in the 8th
century together with words used in his time. This “joint use” depicts “polyphony”.
If that is possible, the paper suggests that there is some sort of connector that has been
created to collaborate the 8th century Japanese with Mokichi Saito’s Japanese in the
Meiji period.

As a result, a similar situation can be assumed in the study of languages. Since
this paper focuses on methods, further research can be based on the idea that languag-
es in general can be considered as “polyphony.”
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