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The Wedding of the Austrian Empress Elisabeth:
The Royal Wedding in the Newspapers

Tomonori Oi

Abstract
There was an empress called Elisabeth in Habsburg Empire of Austria in the
19th century. Many people may think of a musical when they hear her name. The
musical “Elisabeth” is a popular theatrical work that tells the story of her agony and
experience of becoming independent based on the life of the real Austrian empress.
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Since this musical is based on real people and true stories, those who watched it enjoy
learning about the inner working of the Habsburg Empire at that time and expand their
imagination about history.

However, the musical is mainly about the closed world inside the imperial court. It
does not provide a clear depiction of the palace’s connection with the outside world,
that is, the interaction and mutual recognition between the Empress Elisabeth and
the people. It does not fully convey the people’s perception of her or what kind of
relationship there was between her and the citizens of the country.

Therefore, this paper focuses on the people’s perspective, which is not depicted
in the musical, and clarifies their expectations and perceptions of Elisabeth at the
time when she joined the imperial household as a member of the imperial family.
How did the people of Austrian perceive the sixteen-year-old Elisabeth when she
was welcomed as a new empress? How accurate was her image presented as a bride
compared to the real Elisabeth? This paper explores the people’s view of the empress
from the reports in the newspapers published in Austria and the German-speaking
countries at that time. Moreover, it recreates the enthusiastic welcome she received
as she traveled to Vienna from her homeland of Bavarian to get married and brings to
light how she behaved and reacted to the reception.

What is noticeable from the newspapers that reported the wedding is that her
clegant appearance and manners were praised everywhere. However, while her looks
and behaviors attracted their interest, the people of Austria had no way of knowing
the sixteen-year-old girl’s immaturity, strong sensibility, mental fragility, and the
heavy pressure she was under. That was going to have a complicated influence on
the relationship between the empress and the people of Austria. We can also see that
the marriage between the emperor and Elisabeth meant a stronger unity between
Austrian and Bavarian. In other words, it was a political marriage of convenience.
The way the newspapers became full of reports on the Crimean War that broke out at
the same period seems to predict that dark clouds were going to gather over the fate of
Elisabeth and the empire.
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