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On placing newly made Buddha statues inside the other

SASAKI Moritoshi

Abstract

There are many known examples of old Buddha statues with spiritual value being placed
inside the other. However, the Buddha statues (fainaibutsu) that are stored are sometimes newly
made. The purpose of this paper is to examine the significance of placing newly made Buddha stat-
ues inside the other.

Standing Kichijoten (Skt.Sri-Mahadevi) in Kichijoji temple and Seated Jizo Bosatsu (Skt.
Ksitigarbha) in Kangiji temple are examples of new statues placed inside. In this case, it is possible
that existing old statues were used to protect the smaller ones. However, in the case of Standing
Amida Nyorai (Skt. Amitabha) in Seisuiji temple, it is certain that the inner and outer statues were
made at the same time. The main subject is not the small statue made of bronze inside, but the outer
wooden statue. A similar case is the golden statue, which was described in Gyokuzui and orderd to
Michiie Kujo by Sonsho. Referring to the theory of Bussetsu Monjushirihatsu Nehankyo, in these
examples, it must have been recognized that the small statue inside another one was the genuine
existence.The most symbolic example of placing a genuine existence inside a Buddha statue is the
work in which the statue is identified with a Shingachirin (the soul of Buddha). Examples such as
the Daikokuten (Skt. Mahakala) in Saidaiji temple fall under this case.

On the other hand, the purpose of placing statues inside some statues, such as Jizo Bosatsu in
Denkoji temple, cannot be immediately determined. These cases seem to express a certain special
meaning by combining the inner images and the outer image. According to the Hokkesanji Engi,
Keisei made the statue of Dainichi Nyorai (Skt. Mahavairocana) and nine small statues from the
same timber, and nine small statues were placed inside the statue of Dainichi Nyorai. In this case, it
is thought that the combination of the Dainichi Nyorai statue and the nine statues inside has no spe-
cific meaning.

It is also known that the large number of small identical statues were placed inside the other.
Based on Jizo Bosatsu Hongankyo, the “Sentai Jizo” (One thousand Jizo) such as standing Jizo Bo-
satsu in Jakkoin temple and small statues placed in it is considered to represent the scene in which
the many alter egos of the Jizo who spread all over the world gather together and return to one
body.

The production of two Buddha statues at the same time, one inside the other, means that the
adoption of an internal and external dual structure was planned from the beginning. It is presumed

that the double structure guarantees the spirituality of the Buddha statue.
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