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Life Histories of “Care Migrants” under the Pandemic:
Examination of Migrant Workers’ Experiences Related to the COVID-19
Infection in the Field of Elderly-care of Japan

Shun Ohno

Abstract

Amid prolonged COVID-19 pandemic, thousands of cluster infections had
happened at elderly-care facilities across Japan. An increasing number of “migrant
care workers” having diversified status of residence are placed at such facilities.
This article examined their corona-related life histories through individual and group
interviews. As a result, the author confirmed that a substantial number of ex-technical
intern trainees and ex-overseas students had changed their status of residence in
order to stay longer as employment-stable care workers in Japan. Some of them
changed to the residential status called “Specified Skilled Worker (i) >, but tend to
feel dilemmas due to Japan’s strict rule to disallow their accompanying their family
members to Japan. The Japanese government is expected to improve its accepting
system to make such “essential workers” realize their vision for career advancement
in Japan or the country of their origin.
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