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The differences in imagery provoked by the interchangeable Japanese
particles WA and GA: WA / GA choice as a rhetorical technique in
literary works

MATSUMOTO Takashi

Abstract Although the Japanese particles WA and GA differ in meaning and
usage, occasionally they can convey almost the same meaning, with the only
difference being the impression left by the sentence. We can observe many
examples in which the rhetorical use of the interchangeable WA / GA particles
conveys subtle differences in the meaning of expressions used in literary works
such as novels. Some researchers have proposed an explanation of the differences
in function between WA and GA, in relation to the imaginary pictures drawn in
readers’ minds provoked by the two particles. This paper hypothesized that WA
corresponds to a subjective close view and GA to an objective distant view, and
examined depictive descriptions which contain WA/GA in literary works such as
novels. The conclusion was that WA and GA are concerned with the construction
and development of the entire story, the detailed compositional adjustment of the
story’s imagery, the direction of the reader’s gaze, and the psychology of the
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moon over the mountain)”, DAZAI Osamu “Hashire Merosu (Run,
Melos!)”
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A BT | OfFIT.ABIIC N3/ 7] OR% 2 RGBS S D,
WA L2mEE [E215 ] & B0 14FHESTHO [Hhiak
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—108— (3)



Rimnragz [13) & (48] 12k 2050 E T — LR EMIBIT 288k LTo [13/73]) ER—
oz SRS [ EGJo—fE LTEHRZIRT 2WFEZE v,
ChEfkoFTik%E, BEA (2011:48—49) (&, WiFl O MRICRZE 5 2T
[ME] IR ERTHSs TE R A ZWE L, [28] 3z REofE—
DEEREEL, LWIBENH L] LIFHWT S,

(1] CEmEBUCBT B 135 O & BERBLE OXIE

i b % B S 2 o HUMEA ffpett & Bk S € 2 A0 —HF
&4y G TH o T2 FE5 iz W7 E$—2% BT 2
{5 FIUTEB Iz

WLl 72 & OB AVESS TIX, Hw & MEOH L2 LT, 2T M oLFRY
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ZHBEG O [R] & TNL08 0 RIND ., H D5 %E FEITI
D EIFTHRRZ (1] &, Fe#iPaskoz [40 ] omfgemU <, %
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FEABICRENOAE L 2HEPMONTE Y (KK 1991, 1992, HK 2011),

EREOHWAHER % b DTIIRWA, The—IEDOHZIZHEHZED TV,

WRIA WFEE D 5323 T AR BRI 113723 EIRE W) Bl 5 A
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720, BHEIEEI R EHER T T JIUR RIS VIA TR Tw
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