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The Development of Drama in English as a Foreign Language Education
in Japan

HIDA Norifumi

Abstract In 1882, Sutematsu Yamagawa Oyama, the first young Japanese woman
who studied abroad in the Meiji Period, created the English-Language Theatre
Club, and introduced the concept of ‘drama as a method of teaching English’ to
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Japanese society and for implementation into its education system for the first time.
Since then, there has been about 135 years of the history of drama in English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) education in Japan. However, there has been little
research about it. Therefore, I explored the development of drama in EFL
education in Japan. In particular, I focused on examples in which it is formally
carried out in the EFL curriculum, not in the English Speaking Society, in schools
and universities.

1 divided the development into three stages.

1930-1970: EFL teachers carried out drama for ‘Thinking in English’, while
receiving some influences from progressive, or child-centred, education and Harold
E. Palmer’s Oral Method.

1970-2000: EFL teachers carried out drama for self-expression or
communication, while receiving some influences from communicative language
teaching.

2000—-the present: EFL teachers carried out drama for intercultural and
international understanding, multicultural coexistence, and global human
resources. However, unlike those teachers in the previous periods, most of these
teachers have had no common philosophical or theoretical foundations.

This research focuses on the first and second stages. An overall analysis of the
first and second stages suggest that (1) drama in EFL education shifted its focus
from the individual to the external world; (2) it became to develop more various
aspects of a leaner; (3) it became to use more different forms and techniques of
theatre; and (4) it became to introduce more child-centred approaches to the
making of a dramatic performance.

Keywords: Drama as a Method of Teaching English, Drama Education, English as
a Foreign Language Education.
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2720, TS EENBEG AT T AL RDLHENI I L, B
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2004, p.195) LHRFEL. ODHOFELXFEHL W/ b2 BT 5L, D
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PRHERHERE [SRICBT 2 EREE OREIN L ILT M DO 72D DR
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VEDBBRTHIENSE Z LA TV oz, 7275, FRIGUEHO LR
DHEPDPEHEE V) BENRD L2720, F1 RN &, ZOBIZH
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