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Narrative features of the comic works based on NATSUME Soseki’s Ten
Nights’ Dreams: MANGA as pictorial and linguistic multimodal text

MATSUMOTO Takashi

Abstract MANGA comics as pictorial and linguistic multimodal texts are
inevitably different from novels as linguistic monomodal texts in expressing the
same contents. This article investigated the original and four comic works of Ten
Nights’ Dreams, and pointed out four findings. (1) Typical techniques processing
novels into comics, such as changing original indirect narration into direct speech,
and conversing first person perspective into third person viewpoint, are observed
widely in comic works of Ten Nights’ Dreams. (2) However, the aspect of narrative
changes depends on the contents of the original work and is also different
depending on the styles of the comics. (3) Even if a comic is basically described
from objective perspective, there contains mechanisms which make the readers’
viewpoints overlap the subjective sights of the characters in a comic. Consequently,
the readers empathize with the characters of a story naturally. (4) Coordinating the
pictures with the linguistic texts of the comic books, thought-provoking
multiplicities of the reading content are expected.
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