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Challenges for Human Resource Development in China as an Aged Society:
Findings Based on a Research Survey in and around Beijing

Shun Ohno

Abstract

This article examines the development of human resources in China’s elderly-care
sector through the interviews with relevant persons in and around Beijing. It explores
the realities of China’s long-term care facilities having problems such as lack of
unified qualifications for care workers and difficulties in retaining a young labor force.
It also reveals the efforts exerted by certain vocational schools to train care workers
in line with China’s national policy called “Medical and Elderly-care Services
Integration Policy”. In terms of Chinese care workers bound for Japan, their economic
merits obtained by working in Japan have declined in parallel with China’s sound
economic development and rapidly increasing wages. Therefore, China’s recruitment
agencies have faced difficulties in recruiting enough care workers bound for Japan.
Nevertheless, this paper points out that there are young Chinese who are willing to
learn advanced nursing care skills in Japan, and stresses the need to strengthen Japan-
China cooperation in this field.
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