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Fujitani Mitsue’s Observations on Kana Usage

KONNO Shinji

Abstract In this paper, I define kana usage (kanazukai) as the way in which kana,
a syllabic script, is used to write particular words. Conversely, classical kana usage
(koten kanazukai) refers to the way words were written in kana during the period
when there was a one-to-one correspondence between syllables and the kana used to
represent them. Since the present idea of kana usage was a concept established at a
time when the one-to-one correspondence between syllables and kana was no longer
present, the former (kana usage) is not interchangeable with the latter (kana usage).
For our purposes, though, classical kana usage is an important term and I will refer
to it as thus. When someone presents their ideas about kana usage as a set of formal
rules, that is, when they are providing formal discourse about kana usage, I shall re-
fer to this as a theory of kana usage (kanazukai-setsu). 1 differentiate this from more
general observations about kana. If a person has thoughts on kana usage but does
not present them as a set of rules, I call these observations on kana usage (kana-
zukai-kan).

The purpose of this paper, then, is to clarify Fujitani Mitsue’s observations on
kana usage as witnessed in his 1792 compilation of classical and contemporary lan-
guage Kotoba no Shinga (Language New and Formal). Kotoba no Shinga is a text that
demonstrates the correspondence between contemporaneous spoken language
(rigen) and the classical language (kogen) of Japanese prose, waka, haikai, and ren-
ga. Though limited in its scope, Fujitani attempts to write the contemporaneous spo-
ken language in a phonetic manner. On the other hand, however, Fujitani pays close
attention to how he uses kana to write both the spoken language and classical lan-

guage and the text as a whole emphasizes past conventions of kana usage.

key words: kana usage, phonetic notation, Kotoba no Shinga



