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How Did Local Medicine Merchants Act in Late Edo
Period?

——From Inspecting the Irokawa Archives——

OSADA Naoko

Abstract This article aims to clarify about the works of medicine merchants who
lived in the countryside of Japan in late Edo period. It was the time when medical sci-
ence, medicines, and medical care made remarkable progress. Many doctors lived
not only in the cities but also in smaller villages and towns. It has been studied about
the well-known doctors, activities of the doctors in the villages, and medical develop-
ment. However, there are few documents featuring the development of medicine.
Nonetheless, the records kept by the Irokawa family who lived in the castle town of
Tsuchiura in the Edo period might fill this gap.

In particular, the ninth generation of Irokawa Minaka succeeded the business as
medicine merchant. Known as a local Japanese classical scholar Minaka studied med-
ical science and herbalism. He left many documents in his diary on his works and
medical herbs. One of the documents Kajiki shows us medical merchant’s works in
the Edo period. This document had been handed down to Minaka’s younger brother
Mitoshi the tenth generation of Irokawa.

From the Irokawa archives, the author clarified that the Irokawa family had treated
many kinds of medical herbs as much as merchants in Edo period. And also, the au-
thor revealed that they had coped well with the change of political, economic and so-
cial situation from the two historical examples.

Having examined the Irokawa archives, the author found various sides of medical

world in Japan in late Edo period.

Key words: late Edo period, medicine merchant, the Irokawa archives



