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Introducing Biblio Battle in Online Zoom Classes during the COVID-19
Pandemic: Implementation and Evaluation

OTA Mari

Abstract “Biblio Battle” is a study method by which participants present their
favorite books to each other with a focus on what impressed them. It has game
features with a “champ book” (“Champion Book of the Day”) being selected by the
participants.

Since 2018, the author has been in charge of the “Japanese language techniques
(d)” course, and has used Biblio Battle in the face-to-face classes with the purpose
of enhancing Japanese language techniques; in particular, speaking and listening.
Students in class were divided into several small groups. At the end of the course,
the students gave positive feedback that their speaking and listening skills had
improved and that they enjoyed the intensive discussions on the topic of books.

In 2020, online Zoom classes became widely used due to the COVID-19
pandemic, and the author began using a version of Biblio Battle modified for the
online environment. This paper describes how Biblio Battle was modified and
examines the results.

Major modifications for the online style were: (a) using the “breakout session” in
Zoom, where students were able to rehearse their presentations on a one-on-one
basis; and (b) bringing the students back in the main session for the final
presentation, making it possible for each student to present to the entire class.

This Zoom-based class achieved the basic purposes of Biblio Battle: (a) enjoying
reading; (b) delivering one’s own joy of reading to others; and (c) sharing the joy of
other students’ reading. This shows that an online class can match the quality of
face-to-face classes in developing speaking and listening skills. In addition, through
this online Biblio Battle, camaraderie was cultivated among students despite the
COVID-19 environment, which has made it difficult for students to socialize and to
build a community to learn together. These effects might help mitigate growing
dissatisfaction with online classes which are broadly thought of as generating a
feeling of loneliness among students and often seen as one-sided with difficulties of
raising questions and communicating with other students.

Key words: Japanese language skill, Online (Zoom) class, Biblio Battle
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