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U.S. Foreign Policy and LGBT Rights Abroad:
Linkage Between Domestic and Foreign Policies

NISHIZUMI Yusuke

Abstract Traditionally, “promoting LGBT rights abroad” was not a major agenda
in the U.S. foreign policy. However, since early 2010’s, this trend has become
stronger. This is mainly due to the changes in the U.S. domestic situation.

On domestic politics, “LGBT rights” have been a major agenda in the party’s
politics. Democrats have been supporting the advancement of LGBT Americans.
And Democrats’ commitment to this agenda is growing more and more. On the
other hand, Republicans, who support Christian values and traditional sexual ethics,
have been resisting the Democrats’ efforts. These polar powers have been showing
their stance on LGBT rights in many kinds of issues, such as same-sex marriage
legalization.

Even now, Democrats and Republicans are opposing to each other. But at the
same time, we can see some important changes. Following the landmark decision
of the U.S. Supreme Court in 2015, all fifty states legalized same-sex marriages.
According to the 2021 Gallup poll, half of Republicans became in favor of this policy.

With this changing domestic situation, Democrats are trying to push their
agendas, in foreign affairs. President Obama elevated LGBT rights as a foreign
policy priority by issuing a Presidential Memorandum that directs all agencies
abroad to ensure that the U.S. diplomacy promotes, and protects human rights of
LGBT persons. Trump Administration revoked many of Obama’s policies, but
Biden Administration revived and boosted them.

And now in Congress, Democratic lawmakers introduced a bill that imposes
sanctions on foreign persons responsible for violating the human rights of LGBT
persons, and House Foreign Affairs Committee held a hearing on LGBT issues.
Many Republicans resist these efforts, but some Republicans occasionally get on
the same page with Democrats.

Key words: party politics, same-sex marriage, LGBT rights abroad
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Support for Gay Marriage, by Political Party -- 1996-2021

9% Saying same-sex marriages should be recognized by the law as valid
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