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The News of the Death of Austrian Empress Elisabeth
Tomonori Oi

Abstract

On 10 September 1898, Empress Elisabeth of Austria was assassinated in Geneva,
Switzerland. This murder by an Italian anarchist shocked not only Austria but also
Europe at the end of the century. At the time, she had been a "wandering empress"
who had long been away from her official duties and spent her time traveling to
recover from illness. Nevertheless, Elisabeth was still the empress of a huge empire,
the object of the public's attention, and a special woman in a position to face the
public. How did the people of the time accept the sudden murder of the woman at the
top of the country in this way?

The purpose of this paper is to use newspaper articles contemporary to the incident,
in order to piece together how society in the imperial capital of Vienna reacted to the
news of Empress Elisabeth's death and her funeral. This paper also considers the tone
of each newspaper, exploring the discourse on how the media specifically reviewed
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the death of Empress Elisabeth. The social reaction that emerged was what could
be described as a complex emotional mix of astonishment, grief, indignation, and
sympathy. In other words, the words and actions of people that can be read from these
newspaper reports reveal a multifaceted mindset that cannot be fully expressed by the
mere word "condolence.” In addition, the use of illustrations and photographs in the
various specialized newspapers provided an in-depth examination of how the death of
Empress Elisabeth was visualized and represented. Four tendencies can be identified
regarding the subject matter of visual expressions created using illustrations and
photographs: (1) the scene of the incident and the face of the culprit; (2) depictions
of the funeral and the return of the coffin; (3) reminiscences of the life of the queen;
(4) the surviving emperor. The aforementioned complex mix of emotions thus as well
produced a visually intensified effect.
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