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Abstract

The most famous manuscript in the Library of Trinity College Dublin, Ireland,
is the Book of Kells which has survived miraculously since Europe’s early Middle
Ages, despite the social, political and religious upheavals of the times. It contains
680 pages (340 folios). We are here concerned mainly with the three pages of this
magnificent manuscript, namely, the folios 7V, 8R and 34R.

All the illuminated three text pages are equally centered on the theme of the
birth of Jesus Christ extracted from the first two chapters of the Gospel According
fo St Matthew. The folio 7V reveals an exquisitely illuminated picture with a
touch of Byzantine school, in which Mother Mary holds Infant Jesus tenderly in her
arms. They are surrounded by the four angels with their colourful wings. The
divine child who sits on his mother’s lap has his right hand hold his mother’s right
hand, whereas his left hand is lifted upward as if he were adoring the Father in
Heaven.

The folio 8R reveals the narrative of “Christ’s birth in Bethlehem of Judea, the
wise men offered gifts and the chidlren were killed. Their Return from Egypt”.
These words are written in both Latin and Greek, by means of Celtic graphic
symbols, which are beautifully emblematic. They are placed within the highly
decorated framework which is artistically embellished with interwoven patterns of
laces, plants and animals.

The folio 34R dispalys the most intricate of the decorated text pages, where
the ornate pattern is built around the Greek letters XP, Chi-Rho to represent the
first word Christ.  We can also find two moths and three angels around the letter
“X” as well as mice eating the showbread, while being watched by two cats with
a mouse on each of their backs side by side with a black animal, “presumably, an
otter”, holding a fish in its mouth.

These three text pages abound in symbols of Christological and Eucharistic
significance, where at the same time specific descriptions of bestial and marine
creatures are interlaced harmoniously with Irish patterns of verdurous plants and
mysterious figures. The Library of Seisen University has the privilege of owning
one of the limited faxsimile versions of this Medieval masterpiece of the world-

famous treasure.
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FVAPDETHLF ) ¥ ¥ XFE Xpoojic”?® #FEbTo ¥V ¥ v XFX" £ p” 13,
FEEDCh” E“ri"ICZ N ZNMY L T b, ZOX"OXXFIIEEED, 1z, “p” DX
FRRA VY YVEBENFNCREBERY, FVANOELPETLOFEERD IS,
5Tk, 77 >~ EE“hgeneratio” D XF (“h” i3 “autem”, $Tabb, "HiZ, LrL T,

DEEDIR)D FEOA >V FT/NSLELNDE, UED L I1T, “Xo” D 3 XFIIMAE
b3 E/ 76 (FEXF) 2FELT, VA OROBEHESNDE, Z03XFX
p” BDES x5 & D EEBIE N, L XHECSY v F v, £z, 2DDA
RADEELMERE L e > TRED N E S, 1 AR X OFEDE I, 2LT, 5 —AiF“p"0
FORBOES L DOXFICAFRCE > TS, 20L& 5 REE- BRI, BuEF
VA ORI EZE VD LRI H S, &<, ELLERINEZREOR/NOHENE,
ERZENFCHEO L) kEE 252, £/, RUBOLEYRBHMANETE > TR,
ZDEII, MOEOERES LE L ZOMMMEZEIRN T 2 DI IR G E S
BEATWD, COELLREXFETHLE/ 0, “Xp"l, ¥VALOLE®RAL,
ERFZ, 7V P EMOFHEERERNCRRT 26D TH %,

(It) contains examples of almost all the varieties of design to be found in

Celtic art.??

PR XS, ¥V b X 2EMRTHA OB EFENZ IO ZOHE KA
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IFEHCRBEEND, 2L 21, ZOXOEXFOWREI L 5, ZOED D=, &
MBI TR, /2, S6RAVHAREBERESOEE  CHrNE, ZOH
e, BYEYR ORI L > THORLL NS, L, #art vy yofmick
LIBEYO L D 5 v MR E 2R E KL Tw b,

Z D“The Chi (X)-Rho (p) page”lZELWE ./ 7J A“Xp %l LT3, &
7z, % DOEBOHHRICIR - 72BN L, BREEZZNSWEDTH DD, HEOBELL
25| I EMPLES LBl En s,

Among its glories are two moths and three angels in the left-hand quadrant
of the “X” and rats eating the showbread, while being watched by two cats,

which some have seen as an allusion to unworthy communicants?

ZD“twomoths” i3 " 2 VEDME, EFEEN D £ 512, ELLSHPOVRED & 35 i TH»
N3, TORAERLEIH 5ETOI IR, BiRL-L 51, blzod, FYU AL
DHERZTEET L2008 T2 L3 ADORESKELRE L —BIHlrns, 20k
D1 ANDKRBEIIMOKRME 5 £ 1dD LN TZATCAIL, ¥ v a0y 7 EOEEH R
Z2ARMFICHER 5, i, 2 ANOKRBEIEEZELEREFICLT, BiA2E->EICHEEE
RIS, FEIEDPS TRURT TWEESASNS,

oI, “X'OF YA P ERTFICHIEESI< &, ZOTEICE, oS Edhigiz L
T, 1EDDODORTAVBZDNN U EZL DI TWLEFELALNDS, (p.64 E0E) Z DL
Wi, AU 2 EDFEBNHEI2S Uo & ZDETF %2> Tw3, FEws|HLE B.wy
77 =X« 77y FOBRICINE, ZORIETF VA MNBEENDHEINCHD ZEXL
TErPNIbDEMREING, $72, 2 25, 13“the showbread”, 3 75b b,
B2 VYAPLREHI XY=V 2tz 7 2D > D—o03%F 0 Tz m/8
("= 7 rady 25:30 T EREs 24 15-9) #777, %72, “ratseating”, ¥7%bb,
Y EARTOD 2EOAT S, (E T(S VBRI 5 T) BHEEET 5O L
CIRWAL ) ZIBT EHBAINS, 2D XD, ZDHFHEOiEIX“an allusion”, —FED
"EoorL, ¥TOY, ER (R 2 2HRKLZLD BRI THw 5,

LoL, ZOEMEL kD2 L, 2IROFBOBF TR, RTABIETOES T
5LV BEMFHIRERTHS, 22T, BRHEBbLNDY, 20, FVAMD
B RRTLBEBFLESN TV S LHITE S, LI, MEBORFLEWIEE
BELVERTHY, £Iiid, REWLERSREEINS, Thbb, IHELKIBL
T, AN BRREZAFET 2281085 T, BoN AEPRLSTEDAZ B~ L
o THERN, FORE, FUVRAFOROOECHELSET LI WAL k5, YEF
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FUNALERE L F ) A KT, TTCK, BHRILEOBEVIGFEEL Tzl e
BrRINnd, bRAL, BRATRKFOANIRETHL2BLRLXEESTE, Z0ER
B LT, SYEKIBEHRILEIALXTOATV S,

51, NSREICKROEARIOERCETOFOTOEIBH 5, Z 2L, “the
black animal, presumably, an otter”?® rZFHBHEN D L O, "hb S %, K#Y)
BEOMZ1IEDRELDAZTWS, FROF ) R FEfEEES IR, ADA
A—DIF ) A MNBFELRERTAERE L L THRON TV £, ZOEBYMOEN
Hizk->TEbIN5H, ID“black” &) BEECE, "ERE (X738 BEET
2 EBEEENDY E7, FY VA BEHBICE S &, RIZIIXOTE® LEPND,
COEORVIOTIVI7Ry O 2XFRERT % L, £0“IX" & “Incots
Xpiotovc®, Thbb, AT A-F VAP, 2RT (w54 cds@EE 11 1).%
DEDTNT 7Ry NOXF, “OY"HEHT S &, ZHido voc (tou) Oeod” 72 b
L, (HOF, 2B% T2 (w94 CL2EEE) 16:16), 72, REBEOXFS"Z
“cwtpp”, Thbb, HuE; ERETE (VAKX Z2EEE 2 (11 HUERR
212, FUYrEBOAEWLIHEEEE, FLH, "fAX-F) X b, HOF, Hv
Fi IO EFY R PO L AEERTRRIZEGSZNENOEXFIIFEN
Twb, #27T, ZOEROBRERICIE, »bIZLwIHERARKRT2FWOO0L
bzohl-fald, +TFRETBHEINIEA IR - FIVRAMNERRT L LARINDS,
Lod, FURAMNIEELE, BREOBN»SWUIbEHIHTHL I EVHLLT
b5,

TDE, FVAMOBBEOHKELEL T, ZO+FFRCLIIZHVOEICETE
kahnzd, TITRIZEIE, COEROEHICE, MirVRICET, REMOIZAR
DEMRYRDOELOENKRENTVL PR S, ZDLIE, TOEE
RERICIEFFECFORAALEEDIZRB S NIBEORPEE {BHFEL TS, KZILH
—WBRRB LS, O TV ADE; X, 3, FEREEEINLDHIGLVWE
KTH5,

FRRBEL VLI LUNDORHO L L IDBRWIEFETH D, TDO XD CFEELRE
MurgEs I b, YRCBL TREELZESCHIOE2EAILERUT
Holze BOND, MADRBH EIEDTRFFN T D SN T3

BEREEL b Lo TR, BELREET LI L, MOSELAD, KbH> I ETh

D, £/, FOBEDXFRBELTC, HTHIATA - FVAMEDORDLY ZED,

NDFEREBOLELTE2EThHole TDEIRE, FVAMDODRERA Yy £—Y %l
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LT, AISPEELT-bOBEORSEL LEXFED, HoDH D BELVERDS b
WEBEBTOHNEDLDE D TH D,

O NVADE E, FUAMOHEL 7L LIKESEEG I EREETH 5,
Z22iE, v b UEIEF OB R LB, $E5E T 5 1R & MO XX, REXFI
b BRIECEYORMAZHE L EH, KA Mo 2 i e, AEE»
KHAAEND, 2D FIEOWVITERM: 2RI, BHEG S CHMIC & 2 8¢
HIRED %, BEIT 28 b BA T AT L fivh, EHLEBBOBEEVIRY &
HEaohns, LI, FARFRWEFRET 27V MIRKORISULO b Litdh > T,
AoB-FlE-H-B--BREORE, HIRIBRZTRRER T, £/, fir
DFFIZIZW L0 RES ERBALRFRAOS L2, ELIBUHI N, ZOMEEDS
—EEoohd, £I12id, BEOZOOMAN L SANINT, BoaEMiErE
EOBICEL TWw5,

xE

1) Peter Brown: The Book of Kells, Thames and Hudson, 1980, p. 81.

2) Gearoid Mac Niocaill: “The Background to the Book of Kells” in The Book of Kells MS
58 Trvinity Cokkege Library Dublin, Faksmile Verlag Vuzern, 1990, p.27. Columban &
iona.

3) BEAES . T L X0&E; L7 bEEREM, T84, Vol 87 No. 3, #3E, 1990, p. 35.

4) KRZIE—: "TANT R, BFFEH, 1996, p. 91.

5) Brown, #i#8%, p. 28, p. 81; Niocaill, #i#5E, p. 31

6) @k, p. 95

7) BEES, AiEE, p. 32

8) Brown, Hi#&ZE, p. 92.

9) Jonathan J. G. Alexander : “Descriptions of Illuminated Pages” in The Book of Kells MS 58
Trinity Cokkege Libvary Dublin Faksmile Verlag Vuzern, 1990, p. 307.

10) Alberto Michelini: L~ Anno Santo della Redenzione, Edicioni Ares 1984, p. 16.
Lord Longford: Pope John Paul II, George Rinbird, 1982, p. 28.

11) Alexander, Hi#&ZE, p. 307.

12) Barbaro-del Col 3Rix : THrigEEE,, N> « KX a3, 1976. p. 8.

13) Alexander, Hi#&E, p. 307.

14) [ k.

15) 77 >y A2 BEPEANE | RIS, PoRA, 1984, p. 9.

16) [FE.

17) #BMES, Ai#EE, p. 38.

18) Alexander, ®i#&Z, p. 310.

19) "V XoE,  AEEE (EEA7vy b)), 1989, p. 10.

20) Nestle-Aland : Greek-English New Testament, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart, 1986,
p. 2.

21) HAFR () . Lexicon Latino-Japonicum, WrFett, 1952, p. 50.

22) Ben Mackworth-Praed: The Book of Kells, Studio Editions, 1994, p. 28.

(75)



23) [k

24) /MEFEBM 0 THEAIRREM,, WEFEHE, 1980, p. 1950.

25) Alexander, #ij#&Z, p. 310.

26) FiH Mt TERERERML,, BOHE, p. 157

27) /MEEBEM, ATHE, p. 219.

28) Lidell and Scoll : Greek-English Lexicon, The Clarendon Press, 1975, p. 386.
29) Nestle-Aland, #i#5&E, p. 1, p. 409.

30) [E.E, p.45.

31) [k, p. 156.

32) ARziIfH—, HitEE, p. 95.

(76)



