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When Utopia Becomes Dystopia:
the Absence of Evil in Images of Russia in the Works of Solzhenitsyn

INOUE Madoka

This paper discusses the absence of evil in the 60s and 90s works of A.
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Solzhenitsyn. When he talks about what Russians should be, or how Russia can
reborn after the collapse of USSR, he imagines a world of harmony with people of
good faith. In his 60s literary works, Solzhenitsyn portrays Russian peasants as
people endowed with the virtues of modesty, unselfishness and patience. In his 90s
works, he reflects on the goodness of Russian peasants among all the Russian
people, who follow the faith of the Orthodox Church. Moreover, when he argues
about the Russian type of democracy, he claims that a cooperative relationship
could emerge between an ethical and moral president and a Russian people who
can both listen to each other. In his consideration, ethnic Russians who have been
forced to scatter throughout the Russian Federation, have a mission to become a
warp thread in a tapestry woven by various ethnic groups in Russia. Addition to
discussing these analyses, this paper clarifies the fact that evils are absent from the
world which Solzhenitsyn depicts; that is, his world is full of people of good will. In
such a situation, what seems to be utopia takes on a new complexion as dystopia.
This is because the violence of compulsive agreement might be forced on people.
Solzhenitsyn has sometimes been called a Russian chauvinist or nationalist;
however, it is insufficient and meaningless to label him as such. If we are to face
the gulf or lack of dialogue between liberal intellectuals and people who sympathize
with the Russian image of Solzhenitsyn, further considerations on the absence of
evil in his world might provide a clue to initiating dialogues.

Keywords: absence of evil, Russian type democracy, utopia, dystopia
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