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Abstract:
The Meaning of Being “Similar”

In the process of observing and analyzing a language phenomenon, there are
situations where clarification, of whether one language phenomenon and another
language phenomenon are “similar” or “different”, is necessary. In order to state
the “similarity” or the “difference”, there is a need to set criteria, although such
criteria are often not clearly defined. Furthermore, clear “guidelines” and
“methods” of what “similarity” or “difference” would mean are not presented. In
the process of observing and analyzing a language phenomenon, use of
introspection is not denied, but unless “similarities” are well proven, research on
the origin of “similarity” would lose its significance. This paper analyzes Yukichi
Fukuzawa’s Gakumon no Susume (An Encouragement of Learning) to verify
“similarities”. The study introduces views on Chinese characters and Kana
characters based on examples found in this book.
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