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The history of Yume
Shinji KONNO

Abstract

The Japanese word “yume” translated as “dream” is often defined in six parts as
the following “1. A phenomenon (with a visual characteristic) that is seen, heard or
felt during one’s sleep as if it had happened in real life. 2. A fantasy or imagination
that appears with a visual characteristic while one is awake. 3. (As figurative usage
of definition 1) Situation of uncertainty, unrewarded efforts and unanswered request.
4. Indecisive mind, illogical thought as in a dream. 5. Hope of the future. 6. Sweet
and comfortable environment or atmosphere that isolates one from the difficulties of
real life.” This paper has organized the definition into the following three categories:
“dream” as defined in “A: dream seen during sleep, B: dream seen when one is awake
and C: dream held as hope of the future” and did a study on each of these parts.
As a conclusion, the paper presents a hypothesis that “dream” defined in C, which
was thought to be new, can be seen as a figurative usage of “dream” defined in A.
Furthermore, the paper focuses on “reality” as the antonym of “dream,” and discussed
that in the case of the Japanese language, the distinction between definition A and
definition B is not clear (based on the understanding that “reality” may describe the

definition of “dream”).
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