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=%y PL—H—ERERFEL Vo727 =7 ZHMIH 20T R L, Bl
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Analytical Perspectives on the Internet and Political Change : Implications
from the Arab Spring

YAMAMOTO Tatsuya

Abstract Though many positive opinions about the role of the Internet in regard
to the political changes in the Middle East have been reported in the media, some
researchers have called attention to the fact that these reports are overrating the
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role of the Internet. There are differences in opinions even among researchers,
and this is a topic about which further research developments are expected.

By taking these circumstances into consideration, this paper will sammarize the
main arguments concerning the role of the Internet in the political changes in the
Middle East and will present key points for analysis in order to develop the
research. This will make it possible to gain insight into the question of why the
opinions of the researchers are not necessarily in agreement about this subject.

The analyzing points that this paper suggests are the following three points.
First, we need to understand that there are two main viewpoints regarding the role
of the Internet; the view of the cyber-utopians and that of the peer progressives.
Second, when analyzing using quantitative data, data such as the number of
Internet users and the diffusion rate must not be simply used. After a
categorization referring to the “netizen” concept is done, it may be necessary to
collect data by conducting a new social survey depending on the situation. And
third, upon constructing an analyzing model, a more effective analysis can be done
by approaching it from a complex system outlook, rather than by basing it on an
outlook of reductionism.

Keywords: internet, political change, Arab spring
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A7 =32y bB—DOALIZETERTEEHIICLEE, £ =% b
PEFEOHEZ ED L HITEZ DO E NI HIVA, ke 220158 THKR S
N5 X9 hko7 M, BUAFDBIFTIE RV,

L7 =3y NBE—EOMEZ B TDOLONE—OANLDLD L% 5
TV BRBIZBVWTIE, 4270V 7 MBS [ 4 Y K X95] #2191 —
ALT219954E% 1DODEBEEZ B ENTELEA D, FHEELMEMLS
(ITU) O¥sHz L L, 19954ED 4 ¥ % —F v b L —HF— 51354500 5 AT
B B D%, 1996 4121349 7700 75 A\ 1997 4E12134 112000 75 A & B L — 4 —
Ak L Twvs izl

Cldv A, SRR E» S B L 1995 MDA ¥ —F v b —H—
FHRAODOR0.8% IS E T, LHEEO—HOANLD [BHH ] OBz
Wb DTH o720 20004 IIEIU - SR 3 v MBS, £ v F—% v

VITUIC X BHRFF— 2 1220w Tty UTOY 2 7R=V 28R Iz, (http://www.
itw.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/default.aspx)
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AT, [RITIR] L) BUAM R M 2 5 b € OBORAHE % 1E 41
FTLHENALNT, FRKEEBT (USAID) %#ft#k e L TCKETIE. ICT
DT & RIALE B 723w ik Al T b7z

MIFHT 72D, 2O TEZED [ & —F v MEGE] EFAZ [4
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FHTH] Lo BB HERTH - 7% FFIS 2003 4E IR 724 T 7 ik
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BICA v —2y b ERTFALE ORISR END LI Ik o72%

20034 HED A v F —F v b —HF—Fuz, H7ES000TATHY, HFH
ANOH720 DOERRIZF122% E e olze A V7 —Fy P T—2aid dek, 39—
a8, HAB X OHEZ EOEEEICHET ), ToMmoT TR To L —
W OB E PR EZFE T, 20004 DL P R M IZ D Z O 25FET 5 X
I o Tz, D%, BEHITH 727 7V A KETHAL Y F—% v b
FARBICEL L, PETOBENZ Z—F—KoOWnd »-> T, 20074121

PFEVSIL TN, FESICOWT oM. CREEBE L DU ToWEGEEN 12D
PRk L 72 5T\ b, The Department of Commerce of the United States, “Falling Through
the Net: A Survey of the “Have Nots” in Rural and Urban America,” (http://www.ntia.doc.
gov/ntiahome/fallingthru.html), 1995; The Department of Commerce of the United States,
“Falling Through the Net; Defining the Digital Divide,” ¢http://www.nita.doc.gov/
ntiahome/fttn99/contents.html), 1999.

P CoMOFZFOERE LT, KRERIKMKETH 5727 (Albert Arnold Gore,
Jr) 25 19944EIC 72 AT A L ATIrb N ITU ORI A#E TIT - 72#H (Wb
Wh, I7 - K7 ) Y) IZEPDITEILNTEL, AV—FORNEIR. UTOY =
TR— VTR TE %, (https: //www.itw.int/itudoc/itu-d/wtdc/wtdc1994/speech/gore.
txt)

A=ty PR EOREMRICEST S L) S OREN L L LTI,
LT o ik % 218 X 1172w, Leslie D. Simon, Javier Corrales and Donald R. Wolfens-
berger, Democracy and the Internet: Allies or Adversaries?, Woodrow Wilson Center Press,
2002.
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EFNH L OBUER 2R ATEIRGATER SN b X ) 10k o720 RERNZ. 54
v I— )V F (Howard Rheingold) 5% L7z [ A~— hE 7| (smart mob)
IR D N4 OBIEMITEITH 5% 54 v T— NV FOFEE[A~—ET]
THRY HIFLNTWBEDIE, 74V EYDIT X T —% (Joseph Estrada) B
MEADFEIIHN L THEFBIHOTF A M A v =Y %4 L T1005 AL E25E)
HBENZHBITH 505 AFEOFHEIIMETOIL BB ESND X )12k -7z,
2000 EX DB Ao Ty A V7 —% v OB THZITHB L2 —E
AW T2 ART v 2RV A4 v =R EIREINL [V=3 VAT 4T
Th o720 FFIZ20084ED 57 24 AT v 7 B&EFERZRMET 2 L1245
. MHBRIBBIICHEAR L2, V=Y A VAT TR AEANED [
MY ] ZR=AL L —ERATHY, T TREIURIICA V5 =%y bR
AL LA2D [4y b T—=24b] IERDPET D X172 FEHC, Z
LAY FT— DB AN—ZAR—ZONFICEF L DHDH), V)TV

P oML LTk, 72& 213 LT OXA S 5. Peter Ferdinand, ed., The Internet,
Democracy and Democratization, Frank Cass Publishers, 2000; Juliann E. Allison (ed.),
Technology, Development, and Democracy: International Conflict and Cooperation in the
Information Age, State University of New York Press, 2002; Shanthi Kalathil and Taylor C.
Boas, Open Networks, Closed Regimes: the Impact on the Internet on Authoritarian Rule,
Brookings Institution Press, 2003.

% Howard Rheingold, Smart Mobs: the Next Social Revolution, Basic Books, 2003 (23 (&
KERER (A= FPET X B D) BN VEOHE] NTTHIRL 2003 4).

T FIGEDIEIIGE] L) E 5T b, DA ERIE B ] (6O %
MY TIEIFWHEEIND) OTREBZVRL V) [AE—V-T—V -2y bT—7 | @Fld,
V=YX VAT A THIMREEZ DML BT 2B0 10BN s LTiEH
EHED, RENLHEE LT A2 2R S 172wy, Duncan J. Watts, Six Degrees: the
Science of a Connected Age, W. W. Norton, 2004 GEFE Y« KINIEMER [AE—VT— L |-
Fy b7 =7 R AL 720 OFFENEF L] BRI a2 -3 v X, 20044F);
Albert-Laszlo Barabasi, Linked: How Everything is Connected to Everything Else and What it
Means for Business, Science, and Everyday Life, Plume, 2003 (5 AER [Frr v v —2 1
Z R L L A% HAafE <] NHK AR, 2002 4E); Mark Buchanan, Nexus: Small Worlds
and the Groundbreaking Science of Networks, W. W. Norton, 2003 (B A< 75 A 2R [ 157k 7 th 5L
Bl 22500 0 Ay M7 — 7 o RhiR] IR 20054F).
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DOFEENZOVT ORI FHIA 5 S Tniz’s A7 1 7HEOHIIX [h
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ZDHBOMIEEDHER I FEIFE ONTD, Fa =V T TOBIEEE 58
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Vo RZWIZER E vz, EEOFIROMIN L LTk, ANEERDS BT
M7= o T&722Ldd ). BENRT T0—F 55 DWELME4A IS

PHEMROGRN MBI L LTI, BT O XA S E 12 % 5. Melanie Mitchell,
Complexity: A Guided Tour, Oxford University Press, 2009 (E#GER [#4 Fy7— #
MEROMYE - v % 7 2Rz / — b2 o] KOHREFNE, 201145).
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ERERL WAREW [79 7BHALE & =2 — X 71 7 | [FBEME] 460575 (2011
100 %) 20114F, 10-18F : INAEW [[7 T TOHE] ALY =¥ VAT AT O
W] Al 4551275, 20114E, 19-25

VAERM LR E LTI, 9y F¥ 2L (Malcolm Gladwell) & ¥ ¥ — % — (Clay
Shirky) & & % b ® %% %, Malcolm Gladwell and Clay Shirky, “From Innovation to
Revolution: Do Social Media Make Protests Possible?,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 2, 2011
(http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/67325/malcolm-gladwell-and-clay-shirky/from-
innovation-to-revolution) .
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‘Wael Ghonim, Revolution 2.0: The Power of the People is Greater than the People in Power,
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Social Media and the Arab Spring: Politics Comes First,” The International Journal of Press/
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T ERICHEEWIZHATELDOTH S,

ZO LT, VT4 THEHRORRIE. [MIEFENOREGE & 13 A LB
BV EW ) B EOR#MEF > TBY, AMNAZL Y FOFEEER LT
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27 v b0THL, TOTROZMEE, MEIWTEE V26T
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