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Vocabulary Analysis of Shito Gyad Den no Hanashi
(The Story of the Apostles) in 1877 :

On Word Choice, Especially Chinese Origin Words, in The Primer
Handbook of Christianity Translated into Spoken Japanese and Written
Exclusively in the Japanese Syllabic Alphabet

Takashi MATSUMOTO

The primer handbook of Christianity, Shito Gyo Den no Hanashi, was
translated from the English book, The Story of the Apostles, and
published in 1877 in Kobe. It introduced a plain spoken Japanese after
the English original style and was written exclusively in Hiragana (the
Japanese syllabic alphabet). Even though this experimental publication
excluded all Kanj: (Chinese characters) from the text, there remained
many Kango (Chinese origin words), written in the Japanese syllabic
alphabet. This paper analyzes the book's vocabulary, especially Chinese
origin words, compared with that of “The Acts of the Apostles” in two
contemporary Japanese bibles. Utilizing a dictionary of Chinese origin
words published in the same period, this paper argues two points. First,
the translators of Shito Gyo Den no Hanashi often choose different words
from two other bibles’ for the same things. In such cases, the former
tends to select naturalized Chinese origin words in everyday use, as well
as Wago (native Japanese words). Second, even when these three texts
use the same words, differences in usage are observed in a few cases.
Some of the basic words in Shito Gyo Den no Hanashi express a wider
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range of meaning than the other two bibles.
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