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The Colloquialization of the Gospel of Matthew: An
analysis of Masatsuna Okuno’s notes for the vocabulary
revision of the Gospel of Matthew translated by Hepburn
and Brown

Takashi MATSUMOTO

This paper analyzes the vocabulary in Masatsuna Okuno’s notes for
the colloquial revision of the Gospel of Matthew, comparing the revised
vocabulary to the original words and phrases selected by translators J. C.
Hepburn and S. R. Brown who published the Gospel in 1873. Each pair of
original and revised word selections is grouped into one of four classes
according to the words respective origins: (1) from Wago (native
Japanese words) to Wago, (2) from Wago to Kango (words of Chinese
origin) , (3) from Kango to Kango, and (4) from Kango to Wago.
Drawing upon Kango dictionaries and colloquial Japanese dictionaries
published in the relevant period, this paper argues that, with respect to
each of the four classes, Okuno successfully revised the vocabulary into
colloquial Japanese.
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