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Various religions of Japan and the acceptance of
Christianity in Ryunosuke Akutagawa

Hidemi TAKEDA

Smiles of Gods is one of the works on ‘Kirishitan' (Christians)
written by Ryunosuke Akutagawa, and it portrayed the acceptance of
Christianity in Japan's religious and mental climate where Shintoism,
Buddhism, Confucianism and other native religions were co-existing. It
also took a theme in Japanese people's unique ability to accept foreign
cultures by converting them into more applicable to Japanese mental
climate. It can be also said that it is an important work of Akutagawa,
not only as the artwork of his writing, but also as a work that suggests
the existence of Akutagawa's strong desire for Christianity in its
background, as he had various many troubles in his life.
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