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Issues around Information and International Politics in the
Internet Era
The Dilemma between National Security and Democratic
Values

Tatsuya YAMAMOTO

The environment around media and information in the international
society has changed drastically this past century. From electrical
telegraph networks constructed by the British Empire to the Internet,
including movies, radio, television, satellite broadcasting, and smart
phones, all of these inventions were at times used to mobilize people for
wars, and at other times, they became effective tools to dislodge dictators
from their positions of power.

Recently, the “war against terror” and “cyber-security’ are high-
profile issues in the international community. We have to take necessary
measures to tackle these threats in order to enhance national security;
however, all of these challenges might erode democratic values, such as
freedom of information and protection of privacy.
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