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Abstract:
The Purpose of Kogentei

(Orthographic Guide to Ancient Japanese Language)

The paper discusses the orthographic rules used to edit the Kogentei, which
was published in the Edo Period. The Kogentei is a Kanazukai, known as the
orthographic rules used for spelling Japanese in Kana. This paper focuses on a
text titled “Kogentei” known as the ladder to ancient language. When the
“Kogentei” was published, the interest in ancient language deepened, many
language researchers used various methods to study the ancient Japanese
language. Nabiko Katori, who edited the “Kogentei” attempted to analyze the
ancient Japanese language based on the “Gojuon”, a 5 x 10 ordering grid of
Japanese Kana. As a result, he investigated how the ancient Japanese language
was written in Kana and consolidated the results of his work in “Kotentei”. The
“Kogentei” has been evaluated as a text that displayed the criterion of kana
expressions. The “Kogentei” has such appraisal, but that was not what “Kogentei”
had wanted to investigate. The paper reached the conclusion that “Kogentei” is
the product of ancient Japanese language research, which was arranged in a text
of kana expressions.
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